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Tertiary attainment is increasing, with notable variation
in qualification types and labour market outcomes




ing slowly...
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The share of young adults with tertiary attainment
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Trends in the share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary attainment (2019 and 2024)
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...While the share with a master’s degree has stagnated in Latvia
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Trends in the share of 25-34 year-olds with a master's or equivalent degree (2019 and 2024)
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Higher levels of tertiary qualifications are associated with higher earnings
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Relative earnings of tertiary-educated workers, by level of educational attainment (2023)

¢ Master's and doctoral

& Short-cycle tertiary
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STEM graduates earning the most in Latvia, as in many other countries

Relative earnings of tertiary-educated adults, by field of study (2023)

A Science, Technology, Engineering et Mathematics (STEM)

® Business, administration and law

= Arts and humanities, social sciences, journalism and information

# Health and welfare
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Attainment in STEM fields in Latvia is lower than in neighbouring countries

Field of study among 25-64 year old tertiary-educated adults (2024)
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Skills tend to rise with attainment, yet gaps
remain across groups




A large share of adults has low literacy skills
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Proficiency in literacy among adults (2023)
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Younger adults tend to have slightly higher skill levels

Adults' mean literacy proficiency, by educational attainment and age group (2023)
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International student mobility is rising,
despite high tuition costs for foreign students




International student mobility continues to increase almost everywhere...
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Trends in the share of international or foreign students in tertiary education (2013 and 2023)
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Trends in the share of international students in master’s or equivalent degree within tertiary education (2013 and 2023)
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Tuition fees are often much higher for foreign students outside EU/EEA
in Latvia

Annual average tuition fees charged by public institutions to national and foreign students for master's or equivalent
programmes (2022/23)

USD converted . .
using PPPs = National students @ Foreign Students
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Investment in education grows in many
countries, yet efficiency matters




While education expenditure is rising in many countries, Latvia’s spending
is declining

Change in the number of students, expenditure on primary to post-secondary non-tertiary educational institutions
and expenditure per student (2015 to 2022)
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Shrinking budgets may create challenges, but more spending does not
ensure better learning either

Mathematics

Cumulative expenditure per student between the age of 6 and 15 (2021) and
mean mathematics performance in PISA (2022)
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Attracting and retaining qualified teachers
remains a key policy priority
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Teacher salaries are lower than the average salar

workers

)

Ratio

Actual salaries of primary teachers relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers (2024)

# Teachers' salaries relative to tertiary-educated workers' earnings
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Some countries, including Latvia, have compensated teacher salaries over
the last decade

Index of change in annual average salaries (including bonuses and allowances) of teachers aged 25-64 (2015 = 100,
constant prices using deflators for private consumption), by level of education
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In Latvia, the teaching workforce is among the oldest

)

Trends in the share of teachers aged 50 and over in secondary education (2013 and 2023)
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The number of unfilled teacher vacancies remains moderate in most countries

Vacancies not filled by fully-qualified teachers at the start of the school year as a percentage of the total number of
teaching positions (whether filled by fully qualified teachers or not), 2022/23
W 2022/23 W 2014/15
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>> Some countries have a high share of non-fully qualified teachers

Share of non-fully qualified teachers, by level of education (2022/23)
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Some countries offer dedicated pathways to attract second career teachers

Pathways for second-chance career teachers to become fully qualified

Existence of alternative pathways for second-career teachers, OECD and partner countries and other economies

2 countries and other economies

14 countries and other economies o 12 countries and other economies
|
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Brazil

Other economies
Romania

Partner and/or accession countries Argentina, Bulgaria
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Adapting education systems to demographic
change will be key for sustainable provision




ECEC systems need to adapt to demographic trends

)

Historical and projected changes in the population of 0-4 year-olds (2013 to 2023 and 2023 to 2033)
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>> Download Education at a Glance 2025

@) OECD

Education at a Glance 2025
QECD Indicators

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/educ
ation-at-a-glance-2025 1c0d9c79-en.html
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Tertiary education systems
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