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Organisation of Education at a Glance (EAG)

The Education Sustainable Development Goal (SDG4)

Chapter A – The output of educational institutions and the impact of learning

• Attainment rates, labour market outcomes of education (earnings, unemployment), social outcomes of education, 
adult education, NEETs, financial returns to education

Chapter B – Access to education, participation and progression

• Enrolment rates, early childhood education, international student mobility, entrance and completion rates, doctorate 
holders

Chapter C – Financial resources invested in education

• Expenditure per students, expenditure as a share of GDP, share of private expenditure, decentralization of public 
expenditure, capital vs. current expenditure

Chapter D – Teachers, the learning environment and the organisation of schools

• Instruction time, teaching time, class sizes, student-teacher ratio, teachers’ salaries, teachers’ age and gender, 
tertiary admission systems
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Educational attainment of 25-34 year-olds (2018)

Tertiary education Upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary education Below upper secondary education%

In Latvia, one-third of 25-64 year-olds are tertiary educated 

but this share is higher for the younger generation
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Tertiary educational attainment is uneven among 

young men (30%) and young women (54%)

Source: Figure A1.4
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Employment rates of younger and older tertiary-educated adults (2018)
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%

Employment prospects for the tertiary-educated (89%) are higher than 

for those with upper secondary educational attainment (75%)

Source: Figure A3.4
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In Latvia, 15% of 25-29 year-olds are NEET…

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database
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Below upper secondary Upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary Tertiary

%

…but this share reaches only 9% among the tertiary-educated (16% 

among those with upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary 

attainment)

Source: Figure A2.4
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Relative earnings of tertiary-educated adults, by educational attainment (2017)

Bachelor's or equivalent Short-cycle tertiary Master's, doctoral or equivalent

470  330

Tertiary-educated adults can expect to earn 46% more than those with 

an upper secondary qualification (OECD average: 57% more)

Source: Figure A4.1
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Tertiary-educated women's earnings as a percentage of their male peers' 
earnings (2017)

%

Women earn more than men

Women earn less than men

Completion of studies at tertiary level helps to narrow 

the gender earnings gap

Source: Figure A4.5
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converted using PPPs

Both benefits and costs from attaining a tertiary 

qualification are relatively low in Latvia

Source: Figure A5.1
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Minimum, maximum and average (or most common) annual tuition fees at bachelor's or equivalent level (2017/18)

1. Data is presented for government-dependent institutions instead of public institutions. 2. Short-cycle tertiary programmes are included in bachelor's or equivalent programmes.

Even though tuition fees are relatively high compared to other 

European countries, only one in three students pays fees

Source: Figure C5.2
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Average age of new entrants by level of education (2017)
Short-cycle tertiary programme Bachelor’s programme Master’s long first degree programme

years

The first-time entry rates and average entry ages in bachelor’s and 

master’s programmes are higher than the OECD average 

Source: Figure B4.2



Typical enrolment ages are 19-22 at bachelor’s level 

and 22-27 at master’s level
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% Master's level educational attainment of 25-64 and 25-34 year-olds (2018)

25-64 year olds 25-34 year olds

However, young adults’ educational attainment at master’s level (10%) 

is lower than on average across OECD countries (14%)

Source: Table A1.1 and Figure A1.3



Cross-cohort completion rates are relatively low for Latvia, 

they are even lower for men but higher for women
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Completion rate of full-time students who entered a bachelor's or equivalent programme (2017) 

NB: Cross-cohort completion rates compare the number of new entrants to a given level of education with the 
number of graduates after the theoretical duration of the programme.
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The share of international students more than tripled since 

2010 and 6% of national students are enrolled abroad
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One in ten national graduates has participated in 

programmes with credit mobility
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One-fifth of international students come from neighbouring countries, 

15% from Germany, 12% from India and 17% from Uzbekistan
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Participation of 15-24 year-olds in vocational education and training, by level of education (2017)

Secondary Post-secondary non-tertiary Short-cycle tertiary

The indicator 4.3.3 of the Sustainable Development Goal tracks 

participation in upper secondary to short-cycle tertiary programmes, 

which reaches 17% for Latvia

Source: Figure 4



Enrolment patterns in Latvia are similar to the OECD average
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Enrolment rates by level of study in Latvia (2017)
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Source: Figure B1.2
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Upper secondary or post-seconday non-tertiary general

Upper secondary or post-seconday non-tertiary vocational

Tertiary

The employment rate for 25-34 year-old men with a vocational 

qualification is only 4 percentage points lower than for tertiary-educated 

ones (14pp for their female peers) 

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database
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Source: Figure A7.1
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Low salaries, below-average instruction time and above-average 

teaching time push down teachers’ salary cost per student

Source: Figure B7.2
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KEY MESSAGES



• Tertiary educational attainment has improved among young adults in the last 
decade, but a wide gender gap exists.

• Cross-cohort completion rates for short-cycle tertiary or bachelor’s programmes are 
relatively low, but slightly higher for women.

• General programmes are preferred by upper secondary students, but vocational 
programmes can provide some advantages in the labour market.

• Low salaries, below-average instruction time and above-average teaching time push 
down teachers’ salary cost per student. Relatively low class sizes (except for 
vocational programmes) push up the cost per student.

• Participation in education is high among 3-5 year-olds and it has increased for both 
this age group and the one of children younger than 3.

• Expenditure has increased since 2010 despite falling numbers of students and the 
slight fall in the level of total government expenditure for all services.

Key messages



THANK YOU!

Follow us on:  

@OECDEduSkills @EduSkills OECD @EduSkills OECD 

Find more information on Education at a Glance 2019 and access 
the full set of Indicators at www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-
glance-19991487.htm

For further information on Latvia please contact GiovanniMaria.Semeraro@oecd.org

http://www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-glance-19991487.htm
mailto:GiovanniMaria.Semeraro@oecd.org
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