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Overview of Professional Development

• NFETL Professional Development Framework

• Accredited formal CPD in the universities

• National Short Courses

• Recognition & Reward of PD activities



NFETL Professional Development Framework



NFETL typology of professional development 
opportunities

(From: National Professional Development Framework for all 

Staff who Teach in Higher Education)



Accredited formal CPD, PG Cert level
University Programme Title Credits Note
DCU PG Cert in Learning Transformations 

for Higher Education

30 ECTS

2 x 15 ECTS core modules

New programme planned

MU PG Cert in Higher Education Teaching, 

Learning and Assessment

30 ECTS

15 ECTS core module + combination of 5 and 10 ECTS 

elective modules

New programme commenced in 

September 2019

NUIG PG Cert in Teaching and Learning in 

Higher Education

30 ECTS

3 x 10 ECTS core modules

TCD Special Purpose Professional 

Certificate in Academic Practice

15 ECTS

3 x 5 ECTS elective modules

UCC PG Cert in Teaching and Learning 30 ECTS

2 x 15 ECTS core modules

Offered online

UCD Professional Certificate University 

Teaching and Learning

15 ECTS

2 x 7.5 ECTS elective modules

Can achieve Certificate of CPD University 

Teaching and Learning based on single 7.5 

ECTS elective

UL Certificate in Teaching, Learning and 

Scholarship

21 ECTS

Core modules ranging from 3 to 9 ECTS

Exit route from 60 ECTS Graduate Diploma 

in Teaching, Learning and Assessment



Accredited formal CPD, Digital T&L

University Module Title Credits Part of

MU Digital Technologies in Higher Education 10 ECTS PCHETL/PDHETL

NUIG Learning Technologies 10 ECTS PG Dip

NUIG Teaching Online 10 ECTS PG Dip

TCD Technology Enhanced Learning in Higher 

Education

5 ECTS Special Purpose Professional Cert

UCD Active Learning with Technology 7.5 ECTS Professional Cert

UL Blended Learning 3 ECTS Graduate Dip/Cert

UL Technology Enhanced Learning – Theory and 

Practice

6 ECTS Graduate Dip



NFETL Short Courses

• Aligned with NFETL Professional 
Development Framework

• Open-access short courses, developed 
by collaborating teams

• Offered as structured, non-accredited 
PD opportunities

• Recognised using a digital badge 
endorsed by NFETL

• 25 learner hours ~ 1 ECTS



Recognition & Reward of PD activities

• Appraisal & Promotion in academic career progression
• Competency frameworks include T&L

• Teaching career track (to full professorship)
• Greater emphasis on T&L (than research)

• University teaching awards
• May be student nominated

• May be themed (e.g. inclusive teaching)

• Based on evaluation of a portfolio

• University teaching fellowships



NFETL Teaching and Learning Research 
Fellowships



Enhancing Digital Teaching & Learning

• Project Structure

• Project Aims

• Project Pillars

• Relation to CPD



Project Structure

Funded through HEA Innovation & Transformation Programme 2019-
2021

Steering Group: IUA; Universities Representatives; NFETL; USI; THEA

Project Team: IUA Project Manager; team members embedded within 
each partner university; student associate intern team.



Enhancing Digital Teaching & Learning - Aims

• Enhance the digital attributes and educational experiences of Irish 
university students

• Develop, pilot, review and roll out an ambitious staff development 
programme to enhance the digital confidence, skills and 
competences of those who teach in Irish universities



4 Pillars

Not 
starting 

from zero

Pedagogy 
first

Discipline 
focus

Students 
as Partners



University based activities

European Framework for the Digital Competence of Educators (DigCompEdu)



Building the #IUADigEd Community



Digital Badge & Short Course

https://opencourses.teachingandlearning.ie/open_course/getting-started-with-personal-and-professional-digital-capacity/




