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Main highlights for Latvia



Early childhood education is important to build a strong 

foundation for the future and to reduce inequalities



Enrolment rates in early childhood education are high
Figure C2.1

Enrolment rates at ages 2 to 5 in early childhood and primary education (2015)

 0

 10

 20

 30

 40

 50

 60

 70

 80

 90

 100

Is
ra

e
l

U
n
it
e
d
 K

in
g
d
o
m

Fr
a
n
ce

B
e
lg

iu
m

D
e
n
m

a
rk

Ic
e
la

n
d

N
o
rw

a
y

S
p
a
in

G
e
rm

a
n
y

K
o
re

a

It
a
ly

S
w

e
d
e
n

N
e
w

 Z
e
a
la

n
d

E
st

o
n
ia

La
tv

ia

S
lo

ve
n
ia

N
e
th

e
rl
a
n
d
s

H
u
n
g
a
ry

E
U

2
2
 a

ve
ra

g
e

Ja
p
a
n

P
o
rt
u
g
a
l

O
E
C
D

 a
ve

ra
g
e

C
ze

ch
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

Li
th

u
a
n
ia

R
u
ss

ia
n
 F

e
d
e
ra

ti
o
n

A
u
st

ri
a

Fi
n
la

n
d

A
u
st

ra
lia

Lu
xe

m
b
o
u
rg

P
o
la

n
d

C
o
lo

m
b
ia

S
lo

va
k
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

B
ra

zi
l

C
h
ile

M
e
xi

co

U
n
it
e
d
 S

ta
te

s

A
rg

e
n
ti
n
a

Ir
e
la

n
d

In
d
o
n
e
si
a

T
u
rk

e
y

C
o
st

a
 R

ic
a

S
w

it
ze

rl
a
n
d

C
a
n
a
d
a

S
a
u
d
i 
A
ra

b
ia

Enrolment rates at age 3  (ISCED 01 + ISCED 02) Enrolment rates at age 4 (ISCED 02 + ISCED 1)

Enrolment rates at age 5 (ISCED 02 + ISCED 1)
%



The vast majority of children are enrolled in 

public institutions Figure C2.2

Percentage of children enrolled in public and private institutions in pre-primary education (2015)
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Total investment in early childhood education is high, but 

expenditure per student is low



Expenditure as a share of GDP exceeds 

the OECD average… Figure C2.3

Expenditure on early childhood educational institutions (2014)
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…but because Latvia has the oldest starting age for 

primary education… Table C2.3

Typical starting age for primary education
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…expenditure per child in pre-primary education is 

low Table C2.3

Annual expenditure by educational institutions per pre-primary student (in USD using PPPs)
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Participation in education continues to be high through primary 

and secondary education



Over 90% of 18-year-olds are still enrolled in 

education in Latvia… Figure C1.2

Enrolment rate at age 18 (2015)
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Between 2010 and 2014, expenditure per student on primary and 

secondary institutions increased Table B1.3

Index of change in expenditure per student by educational institutions for all services (current prices) and number of students (2010 to 2014)
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…but not all of those who enter general upper 

secondary education complete it without delays Figure A9.3

Completion rate of general upper secondary education (2015)                    
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But many Latvians choose the vocational orientation, which 

may provide better labour market outcomes for some



About 40% of upper secondary students are enrolled 

in vocational education… Table C1.3

Share of students in upper secondary education by programme orientation, all ages
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…though most of the students in vocational 

programmes are older Figure A2.2

Share of upper secondary graduates from vocational programmes, by age group (2015) 
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Among those who do not go to tertiary education, 

vocational graduates fare better Figure A5.3

Employment rates of 25-34 year-olds, by educational attainment and programme orientation (2016)
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Tertiary attainment has spiked over the past decade



Latvia has increased tertiary attainment by more than 

any other OECD country Table A1.2

Trends in educational attainment of 25-34 year-olds (2005 and 2016)
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Over 25% of tertiary students are enrolled in STEM fields, most of 

which in engineering, manufacturing and construction Figure C3.1

Distribution of new entrants to tertiary education, by STEM field of study (2015)
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Higher attainment has coincided with increased funding for 

tertiary education



Between 2010 and 2014, expenditure per student 

increased by almost 40%… Table B1.3

Index of change in expenditure (current prices) and number of students in tertiary institutions for all services (2010 to 2014)
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…and the increase in expenditure is coming from the 

public sector, unlike most OECD countries Figure B3.3

Change in private expenditure on tertiary educational institutions, 2010 = 100 (2014)
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Priority has also been given to student mobility in higher 

education



The number of international students in Latvia’s 

higher education has spiked over the past few years Table C4.1

Percentage change in number of international students enrolled in tertiary education (2013-2015)
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Challenges ahead: reduce gender gaps
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Gender gaps by field of study are particularly 

pronounced in vocational programmes Figure A2.1

Share of female graduates from upper secondary vocational programmes, by field of education (2015)



These differences persist in STEM fields at the 

tertiary level Figure C3.1

Share of new female entrants to STEM fields (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) of tertiary education (2015)
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The gender gap is also reflected in the teaching profession 

– and more so in Latvia than in most OECD countries Figure D5.2

Gender distribution of teachers (2015)
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Challenges ahead: the learning environment and the 

attractiveness of the teaching profession



Class sizes and student-teacher ratios are low



Latvia has the smallest class sizes among OECD 

countries Figure D2.1.

Average class size in educational institutions, by level of education (2015)
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Latvia has a low student-teaching staff ratio in both 

public and private institutions Figure D2.3

Ratio of students to teaching staff in upper secondary education, by type of institution (2015) 
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But this is costly, and there may be trade-offs…



Compulsory instruction time is the lowest in Latvia of 

all OECD countries Figure D1.1

Total compulsory instruction time in general public education (2017) 
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Teachers' salaries are the lowest of all OECD 

countries from pre-primary to upper secondary... Table D3.4

Annual average salaries (including bonuses and allowances) of teachers in lower secondary public institutions
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…and salaries don’t increase with experience…
Figure D3.2

Lower secondary teachers’ statutory salaries at different points in teachers' careers (2015)
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…but teachers earn more than similarly tertiary-

educated workers Figure D3.1

Lower secondary teachers' salaries relative to earnings for tertiary-educated workers (2015)
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The teaching workforce is ageing, so it will be important to 

attract new people to the profession



The teaching workforce is among the oldest across 

OECD countries Figure D5.1

Average age of teachers by education level (2015)

 30

 35

 40

 45

 50

 55

It
a
ly

Li
th

u
a
n
ia

La
tv

ia

G
re

e
ce

E
st

o
n
ia

C
ze

ch
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

Fi
n
la

n
d

N
o
rw

a
y

N
e
th

e
rl
a
n
d
s

S
w

e
d
e
n

N
e
w

 Z
e
a
la

n
d

G
e
rm

a
n
y

A
u
st

ri
a

S
lo

ve
n
ia

S
w

it
ze

rl
a
n
d

E
U

2
2
 a

ve
ra

g
e

P
o
rt
u
g
a
l

S
lo

va
k
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

S
p
a
in

U
n
it
e
d
 K

in
g
d
o
m

Fr
a
n
ce

O
E
C
D

 a
ve

ra
g
e

H
u
n
g
a
ry

Is
ra

e
l

Ja
p
a
n

P
o
la

n
d

U
n
it
e
d
 S

ta
te

s

Ir
e
la

n
d

Lu
xe

m
b
o
u
rg

B
e
lg

iu
m

C
a
n
a
d
a

K
o
re

a

C
h
ile

B
ra

zi
l

In
d
o
n
e
si
a

Ic
e
la

n
d

In
d
ia

Age

Lower secondary education Upper secondary education



Conclusion

• Participation in education in Latvia starts strong and 

continues high throughout the education system. 

• However, care must be taken that low per-student funding 

does not compromise quality.

• Gender gaps are still very pronounced, especially in 

students’ choice of field of study.

• The attractiveness of the teaching profession will be 

important in the years to come. 



Thank you!


